
TJQ!Pggfst!Spbenbq!gps!Tvddftt! 
By Geoff Geddes for Swine Innovation Porc  | April 22, 2021 

Progress without research is like hiking without a compass: you may keep moving, but likely in 

the wrong direction. In celebrating 10 years as Canadaôs leading facilitator of pig research, Swine 

Innovation Porc (SIP) remains on the cutting edge of the ever-changing pork industry. By sup-

porting research to enhance profitability and sustainability, the non-profit entity - whose corpora-

tion members include the Canadian Pork Council and eight provincial pork producer organiza-

tions - acts as a guide to keep producers and industry on the path to success. 

Since 2010, SIP has facilitated three national swine research and development programs that en-

compass over 50 projects, more than 100 researchers and $51 million of investment in the swine 

sector. 

While a number of factors led to the formation of SIP, it was the power of collaboration that really 

drove its development. 

In the beginningé 

ñPrior to SIP, the provinces had worked jointly on a national trucking project to evaluate pigs in 

transport,ò said Stewart Cressman, chair of SIP. ñIn doing so, we realized we had similar priori-

ties, so how did it make sense that we each did research separately? It was clear that we could 

save money and get better results by combining our resources.ò 
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SIPôs Chair Stewart Cressman moderates a SIP-organized health session in Banff, Alberta in 2020. Photo: SIP 



As chair of Ontario Porkôs research committee at the time, Cressman was approached by the 

head of a Quebec research group who felt swine was not receiving research dollars from the fed-

eral government at the same rate as other commodities. Ontario Pork was asked to join them in 

approaching Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC) about boosting funds for swine research. 

Also at this time, Cressman was invited to join the Canadian Swine Health Board (CSHB). 

ñThe CSHB was the start of regular col-

laboration among swine industry repre-

sentatives from around the country,ò said 

Cressman. ñOne of our guiding principles 

was ónational standards with regional im-

plementationô. We could look at national 

solutions, but implementation had to oc-

cur locally in light of significant regional 

differences across Canada. As an organi-

zation, we benefited from a diverse mem-

bership that included veterinarians, pro-

cessors and representatives from AAFC, 

among others, so we had the full supply 

chain at the table.ò 

In the midst of greater activity in the swine research sphere, the federal government was working 

on a national research ñclusterò program for the agricultural sector, and SIP became one of those 

clusters for the swine industry. 

ñThe government was looking at research as being demand driven, where industry would deter-

mine their highest priorities and then cost share with the government to carry out the research 

required,ò said Cressman.  

That cost share arrangement was usually 25% from industry and 75% from government. In return 

for contributing the lionôs share of the funds, the government was quite prescriptive of what could 

and could not be done from a research standpoint. 

ñWe would come to them with a Christmas list of the funding we wanted, and they decided how 

big the Christmas ógiftô would be,ò said Cressman. ñIn preparation, we circulated a set of priorities 

to the research community every five years and asked for a three-page proposal or letter of in-

tent. From there, after a stringent scientific review and industry input, we made recommendations 

to the government on which projects to support.ò 

Thus SIP was initiated as a cluster management board that administers funds received from the 

federal government and matching dollars from industry. They have now embarked on a third clus-

ter program and have developed considerable expertise in coordinating research programs and 

bringing researchers together with industry.  

SIPôs Chair Stewart Cressman (seated right) is interviewed by 

agricultural broadcaster Bruce Cochrane. Photo: SIP 
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Smoother sailing 

ñThe current cluster program is working very 

smoothly compared to the first iteration, and I 

credit AAFC for listening to our feedback and 

making improvements to the cluster program,ò 

said Cressman.  

To continue with this spirit of collaboration, SIP 

introduced regular meetings among researchers 

from different institutions to discuss their findings 

and any modifications in analysis that might be 

helpful. 

ñWe see senior researchers mentoring the rook-

ies at these meetings, and new researchers 

bringing fresh ideas to the table,ò said Cressman. 

ñThe result was a good exchange of ideas and 

an increased level of cooperation among swine 

researchers across Canada, which has been 

very valuable to the industry.ò  

Also of value to the pork sector is the aspect of 

knowledge transfer, something SIP has stressed 

from day one. 

ñWe canôt assume that national research efforts meet every individual need of each province, but 

we hope we can provide results that our partners, researchers and provincial pork organizations 

will disseminate to their stakeholders for the benefit of all,ò said Cressman. 

To date, those benefits have flowed from a wide range of projects representing every aspect of 

the pork industry. Below are a few examples of some practical outcomes from SIP-supported pro-

jects:  

Sow enrichment 

Enrichment has been an ever-increasing focus for the pork sector since the revised Code of Prac-

tice for the Care and Handling of Pigs was released. Since most of the research focused on grow-

er-finisher pigs, however, sows were the subject of a study by Dr. Jennifer Brown, research scien-

tist- ethology with the Prairie Swine Centre. The move to group housing and the restricted diet for 

sows can often lead to greater aggression, making enrichment more important than ever.  

The study employed four forms of enrichment in a free access feeding system: no enrichment; 

constant enrichment with three wood pieces on a chain; rotating enrichment every 3-4 days 

among rope, straw and wood on a chain; and the same rotation but with a sound stimulus added 


